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The Scripture in 1 Samuel 3:1-10 tells us how God has chosen Samuel to replace the house of Eli by 
calling Samuel in a very special way. This change was necessary because Eli’s sons are wicked and they 
do not know the Lord (2 Samuel 2:12-26). Although they have their father Eli as an example, yet they 
choose to live in opposition to God’s clear instruction to honor and glorify Him with their lives. Due to 
the ungodly behavior of priests (Eli’s sons) at Shiloh, God withheld His revelation to the people. 

The way God revealed Himself to Samuel was an uncommon occurrence. Samuel was ministering before 
the Lord under Eli, but he was young and had no experience in dealing with God’s calling. Samuel did 
not know God’s voice and mistaken it for Eli. Finally after the third call Eli realized that it was God 
calling Samuel and instructed the boy how to respond. 

God’s direct revelation or calling of people to specific roles, directions or messages are clearly recorded 
in the Bible, but it is not an everyday occurrence. It is not every day that we hear God from the burning 
bush directing us to a specific mission or decision. What we do find is a clear calling or command to be 
holy and godly (Leviticus 11:44-45, 1 Peter 1:13-16). 

When we are making life’s tough decisions, like career or marriage decisions, often time we wish God 
will give us a clear direction so that we don’t have to make our own decision. However, God has given us 
the freedom to choose and the instruction of how to choose. So, the decision is up to us. The question is 
how would you recognize God’s voice and his direct calling if you choose to ignore his specific general 
commands? This is exactly what happened to the house of Eli, they have ignored God’s call to be godly 
and holy; as a result they cannot hear God’s specific directions. 

God has called us to live a life that brings honor and glory to Him. Because we believe that God is in total 
control over this world, we know there is nothing we can do or not do to disrupt his plan of salvation in 
this world. So, what should I do with my big decisions? Like Samuel we should listen carefully and be 
prepared to obey. Let me put it this way, in terms specific decisions, it doesn’t really matter. The 
important matter is to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind (Luke 10:27). 
In everything you do, bring glory to God. So make decisions and take directions that honor God. If you 
have two choices and both bring glory to God, then choose the one you like best or passionate about. 
Because God will bless you in either decision no matter what. 

Again, because God has given us the freedom to choose, we should be careful when it comes to listening 
for God’s call and direction. He doesn’t promise us he will speak to us and direct our every decision in 
specific way. What he has promised is that if we listen and are obedient to his Word, we will know how 
to live and He will bless us. Are you struggling with making major decisions in life? Are you hoping and 
praying for God’s specific call? My encouragement is: let us be prepared to honor our God with 
everything we do by loving the Lord with all our heart, soul, strength and mind. So when He calls us in a 
small voice we will properly respond: “Here I am, Lord! Your servant is listening.” 


